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StEPs-UT HISTORIC STRUCTURES & LANDSCAPES MODULE  
Introduction to Stewardship of Historic Structures & Landscapes 
 

HANDS-ON ACTIVITY #3 = 60 minutes  

Walking Assessment of the Rio Grande Depot 

Building Evaluation 

 
 

PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this exercise is to enable you to understand various material components of historic buildings and to both evaluate the condition of 
those materials and to prioritize their importance.  This exercise will help you understand your building and make better preservation and 
maintenance decisions. 
 
For this exercise, we will be using “Historic Building Assessment Form” and will primarily focus on: 

 Evaluating material composition and condition  

 Understanding building assemblies and condition 

 Basic building code compliance 

 Typical maintenance issues 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 

1) Prior to touring the building, review the Historic Building Assessment Form (5 minutes). 
2) As a group, walk through the building and evaluate an architectural component (15 minutes).   
3) Divide into 3 groups. Each group will evaluate a specific set of components per the Historic Building Assessment Form (25 minutes). 
4) Reconvene in the classroom where each group will discuss their overall observations and findings (15 minutes). 
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